Utilizing Blaise 5 Resource Database Features to Implement Text to Speech

Text to speech is an important feature for surveys to accommodate respondents who may
be unable to read survey questions or to facilitate ACASI portions of a survey. Later
versions of Blaise 5 (Blaise 5.13+) provide a valuable hook via the “StartLocalProcess”
action of the resource database to facilitate implementing text to speech in surveys
administered in the DEP. This action, along with a stand-alone application to provide the
actual audio, and several other Blaise 5 resource database features allows for the creation
of surveys that utilize text to speech. This paper will examine what information needs to be
passed to the standalone application to generate the audio and review what modifications
are necessary in the resource database to allow for the creation of surveys with text to
speech capabilities.



