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Tables in Blaise – and where we started
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As we look across versions of Blaise, 
the presentation of tables has 

continued to evolve. When we first 
encountered Blaise 3, one of our first 
questions concerned rosters and their 

implementation. The answer was Blaise 
tables, and we used tables successfully 

in both Blaise 3 and its successor 
Blaise 4. 

When Blaise 5 was introduced, we 
could use additional forms of table, and 
one of the most important for our work 
is known as Option Tables. This paper 
discusses ways to work with tables in 
Blaise 5. We found that not only could 
we massage standard tables but also 
we could extend our applications to 

various forms of option table by 
changing the nature of tables using the 

resource database (.blrd file).



The basic Blaise crosstabulation table
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Interviewer instructions
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Here is a version of the Blaise 4.8 CAPI translated to Blaise 5.13:

Race 

"For this survey, Hispanic origins are not races. <newline> <newline>What is 
your race? Please select one of the categories on this card. 
<newline><newline>ENTER ALL THAT APPLY."

/ "Race"

: (TRWhite (1)  "WHITE" "BLANCA",

TRAfrAmer (2)  "BLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN" "NEGRA O AFROAMERICANA",

TRAmInAlk (3)  "AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKA NATIVE" "INDIA AMERICANA

One drawback in the Blaise 5 CAPI version above, therefore, is the lack of interviewer 
instructions we could have with Blaise 4.



A roster table in Blaise 5
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Spanish questions and English instructions
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Only in English
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The Blaise options table
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An options table
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Adding data to options questions
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Showing missing values
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Losing rows and buttons
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Losing the headers
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The growing options-table
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Growing the table
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Blaise code for the growing grid

ROW1

IF ROW1 <> EMPTY OR ROW1.IsVisited = 1 THEN 

ROW2

ENDIF

▪ Our client wanted us to allow new rows to appear, even though an answer 
was required. 

▪ We were not to show any indication that answers were required until we 
reached the last row and selected next page.
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The growing table with delayed nonresponse
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Major client requirements

▪ The client did not want either the navigation buttons or the table headings 
(question and option headings) to disappear when scrolling. Their preference 
was for a frozen header such as existed in Excel.

▪ The client did not want the answer-required columns to appear until the 
respondent had gone through the complete table.
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Start here with the new look
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Not all rows are answered
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We try NEXT without answering all rows
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After answering all questions
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A table with more rows
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The resource database

There are many powerful tools in Blaise 5, and many of them reside in the 
resource database. There are so many tools that we are only now discovering 
some of them – and many are not well documented. It is only by pushing the 
envelope that we discover some of these tools. 

For example, we use a Boolean server variable named AllVisited that is true 
when all rows of a table have been visited. We started with:

ServerVariables.SetBoolean('AllVisited', 
Page.Fields.All(item.isvisited))
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The resource database, cont.

However, sometimes we had cases where we could see that all fields on a page 
were visited, but AllVisited was never true. On further investigation we found 
that in the “items” were Field References that were never visited. After 
consulting with StatNeth we added another condition to the All() directive:

ServerVariables.SetBoolean('AllVisited', 
Page.Fields.All(item.IsVisited OR item.Origin = Reference)) 

That is, there was a way to distinguish between types of fields by their origin, 
and this feature had existed for some time (but was unpublicized). At the time 
of writing the origin feature is still undocumented.
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The End

The main takeaway from our adventures with tables is that many things are 
possible and – in Blaise 5 – those many things are often tucked away in the 
resource database. We always try to find a generic solution to a specific 
problem, because we want to apply the solution to a range of instances. In the 
case of tables, by use of tools in the resource database, we found generic 
solutions.
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